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J-WAFS Travel Grant for Water Conferences
2025 Call for Applications

Background

The Abdul Latif Jameel Water and Food Systems Lab (J-WAFS) was established in 2014 as an Institute-wide effort to
bring MIT’s unique strengths to bear on the many challenges of water and food supply. J-WAFS catalyzes MIT
research, innovation, and technology for ensuring safe and resilient supplies of water and food while reducing
environmental impacts to meet the local and global needs of a rapidly expanding and evolving population on a

changing planet.

J-WAFS is offering travel grants for graduate students to Stockholm World Water Week (August 24-28, 2025,

Stockholm, Sweden).

Through these grants we seek to support learning and networking opportunities for outstanding MIT graduate

students who are pursuing careers in the water sector, whether in academia, non-profits, government, or industry.

J-WAFS anticipates awarding two to four students with funding to cover conference registration and travel
expenses for the conference. The travel grants are supported by gifts to J-WAFS from our Research Affiliate
companies, Xylem Inc. and GoAigua. Xylem is a leading global water technology company with operations in more
than 150 countries. The company was named to the Dow Jones Sustainability Index four times for advancing
sustainable business practices and solutions worldwide. Xylem is a major sponsor of the Stockholm conference,
and the selected students will benefit from potential opportunities to interact with Xylem leaders and participate
in Xylem-sponsored side events. GoAigua is a Spanish company leading the digital transformation of the water
industry, delivering services and technological solutions to manage the entire water cycle. With customers around
the world, GoAigua is a strategic technological partner for the water industry. The company was also at the

forefront of wastewater-based epidemiology for Covid-19.

Summary information about the conference is provided in the addendum to this announcement, and detailed

information is available at the conference website: Stockholm World Water Week.

Eligibility and Expectations

Students eligible to apply for the travel grant must be full-time MIT graduate students whose research, academics,

and other activities demonstrate a commitment to addressing water quality, water supply, or related public or


http://www.worldwaterweek.org/
https://jwafs.mit.edu/DirectSponsoredResearch
https://jwafs.mit.edu/DirectSponsoredResearch
https://www.worldwaterweek.org/

private sector challenges around water use, sustainability, and access, as well as a demonstrated interest in

pursuing a career in the water sector.

Students selected for support will be responsible for making their own travel arrangements, and if they don’t hold
a U.S. passport, they are responsible for determining visa requirements and applying in a timely manner for any
needed visas to enter Sweden (as well as any transfer countries en route). In addition, given current MIT

international travel advisories, non-U.S. passport holders should consult with the International Students Office to

obtain the latest travel and visa guidance.

Funded students will be expected to maintain a daily journal at the conference, in which they record and reflect on
their experiences there, including sessions attended, people they meet or engage with, interactions with Xylem,
what they are learning, and how the conference influences their thinking about their research or career
aspirations. Upon return, J-WAFS’ communications staff will request a summary of each student’s experience, as
well as photos to be used in the J-WAFS’ newsletter, communications with the funders, and other materials. The
funded students will also be asked to acknowledge their appreciation to Xylem and GoAigua for the gift that is

supporting this funding opportunity and any additional opportunities provided during the conference.

Application and Selection Process

Applications for consideration should be sent by email to jwafsapply@mit.edu.

Complete application packets (see detailed instructions below) are due by email no later than 5:00 p.m. ET on
Monday, May 5, 2025.

J-WAFS will select students to be awarded funding based on their statement of interest, resume and academic
achievement, and expected benefit from attending the conference. Decisions are expected to be announced

within a week or two of the application deadline.

Applications must include the following:

Part 1: Student application
Please submit the following, in a single PDF, in the order given below:
1. Acompleted cover sheet.

2. Yourresume or CV.

3. Abrief, 1-2-page statement of interest. The statement should tell us about your background, current

interests, and future plans as they relate to water issues, and directly address these three questions:

e  Why would you like to attend Stockholm World Water Week?
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e What water sector issues are of most interest to you, and how do they relate to this year’s
conference focus?

e  What are your career and/or MIT research objectives and how will they benefit from attendance at
this conference?

4. A current, unofficial copy of your transcript (this can be obtained free of charge from the Registrar’s
Office). (Please include only the transcript itself. Do not include any extraneous pages explaining how to
read the transcript etc.)

Part 2: Faculty advisor support

Your MIT faculty advisor or program director should email a statement of support directly from his/her MIT
email account to jwafsapply@mit.edu. The letter should confirm your MIT research interests and career

objectives related to water, and the anticipated benefit of your participation in the conference.

Questions? Contact J-WAFS communications and program manager, Carolyn Blais Pinter at cblais@mit.edu.

See addendum below for additional information.
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Addendum: Conference Information
Stockholm World Water Week (SIWI), August 24 — 28, 2025

Stockholm World Water Week is the annual focal point for the globe’s water issues. It is organized by SIWI, the
Stockholm International Water Institute. The theme of World Water Week 2025 is “”Water for Climate Action,”

which focuses on the linked emergencies of climate change, environment degradation, and biodiversity loss,
emphasizing both mitigation and adaptation. The theme addresses the pivotal role water plays in global efforts to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and to build resilience safeguarding ecosystems and communities. The event

takes place both online and on-site in Stockholm, Sweden.

World Water Week provides a unique forum for the exchange of views, experiences, and practices between the

scientific, business, policy, and civic communities. It focuses on new thinking and positive action toward water-

related challenges and their impact on the world's environment, health, climate, economic and poverty reduction.

Experts, practitioners, decision makers, business innovators, and young professionals from a range of sectors and
countries attend World Water Week in Stockholm to network, exchange ideas, foster new thinking, and develop
solutions to the most pressing water-related challenges of today. In 2024, the conference attracted 15,000
participants from 198 countries and territories (3000 of whom participated in person), and consisted of 300

sessions and activities.

Xylem has been a collaborating sponsor of this important gathering of thought leaders for more than a decade,
and is the Founding Global Sponsor of the Stockholm Junior Water Prize. Depending on final arrangements, MIT

students attending the conference may be invited by Xylem to join 50-60 Junior Water Prize winners for a tour of

Xylem'’s facilities in Stockholm, and may be invited to a poster session for the Stockholm Junior Water Prize.
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